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munity to whom he was known only by reputation, he
became familiar as the man who had insulted the King.
Actually the charge was preposterous; at the time any
one was willing to believe anything that savoured of
disloyalty   in   India,  and   to   construe  unfavourably
the slightest action that might look like disrespect.   In
the state of public feeling no one wanted to examine the
evidence or to consider even the a priori probabilities of
such conduct.   The recognition of tfee patent fact that
India, however disloyal to a Government, could be, and
was still loyal to the person of the King, was swept away
on the tide of public passiqn, ajpused by the events of
years still fresh in the memory.   Such things always
happen. If Englandnever quite rose to the heights or sank
to the depths of the Hymn of Hate, she was still ready in
the German War to swallow discreditable stories for
which there was no foundation in fact.   Although the
Maharaja had never made any secret of his dissatisfaction
with the policy of the Government of India vis-a-vis the
Indian States, there is no single expression in letter or
speech which implied anything but respect and reverence
for the Royal House.   He is by nature courteous to a
degree, and in his own Durbars he expects his officers to
observe the strict etiquette of Court ceremonial which
includes the walking backwards for a few steps. He was,
therefore, not ignorant that to turn his back upon the
King-Emperor deliberately would be construed as a gross
act of discourtesy.  And even if the Maharaja had so far
forgotten his own habits of profound courtesy, he was
shrewd enough to know that the occasion of the Durbar
was the very last for an inopportune exhibition of temper.
As Viscount Hardinge, the Viceroy's brother, said a few
days afterwards: "If the Gaekwar really intended to do
such a thing before 2,000 Europeans and 100,000 loyal
Natives* he was a far bolder man than I believed him to
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